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Prof,br, i xner ("WIEM a Nürnberg, 4.1.1946 
Verteidiger A, J od 1 





Neueatwurf (Anderung Ziff.2.) 


Herrn 


General der Flieger Koller 


zul,Chef des Generalstabes der Luftwaffe 
(Berchtesgaden ) 


l.) Seit wann sind Sie Chef des Generalstabes der Luftwaffe ? 





2.) Ist Ihnen bekannt, dass unter Ihren Vorgänger, dem ver- 
storbenen General Korten, der Führer im Juni 1944 folgende 


Frage zu prüfen anordnete? : 
Soll befohlen werden, gewisse feindliche Tieffliege à 
die sich völkerrecht swidrig verhalten, der Volkswut zu 
überlassen ? ( es handelt sich um Flieger, welche die 
Zivilbevölkerung, Ärankenhäuser und auarette, sowie Züge 
des öffentlichen Verkehrs angreifen) 

3.) Ist es richtig oder nicht, dass kein drartiser Befenl 
erlassen wurde ? 


4.) Is: Ihnen bekannt, dass der Chef des Wehrmachtführungs- 
etabes diese von GOEBBNLS angeregte Frage sorgfältig prüfen 
a liess und zu dem Ergebnis kam, dass man einen solchen Befehl 
nicht erlassen könne und dürfe, weil 
a) mm gerade diese Tiefflisger nis lebend in die Hand 
bekäme „ sondern nur 
b) die Gefahr bestünde, dass gegen alle feindlichen abge- 
sprungenen Flieger so verfahren wiirde, 


5.) Brinnern Sie sich, dass etwa im März 1945 im Bunker der 
Reichskanzlei der Führer Ihnen und der Luftwaffe Vorwürfe 


machte, dass ein solcher Befehl nicht gegeben wurde ? 
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Allerdings habe ich mit diesem niemehr ueber diesen Vorfall 
gesprochen, 
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Ref No ; ZE 132 


Report on the corespondence between Prf Dr EXNER and Gen d Flierer K.KOLLER. 


Lo Prof Dr EXNER to Gen d Flieger K.KOLLER, 


Nuernberg 4 Jan 46 


Prof Dr EXNER 
Defence Counsel for A JODL 


To; Gen of the Air Force KOLLER 
last Chief of the Gen Staff of the Luftwaffe 
( BERCHTHSGADEN ) 


1. Since when have you been Chief of the Genral Staff of the Luftwaffe ? 


2. Do you know, that under your predecessor, the late Gen KORTEN, the 
Fuehrer in June 1944 ordered the examination of the followin: questions ? 


S hall ancoeder = be issued to leave to the people's fury certain 

low flying enemy pilots who act contrary to international law. 

This “concerns fliers, who attack the civilian population, hospitals 

and field hospitals as well as train of the public system of transportation, 


5 Is it true ot not, that no such order was issued? 


„ Is it known to you that the Chief of the Wehrmacht Bammand Staff (Wehmachts- 
fuehrungsstab had this question, which was broached by GOEBBELS, thoroughly 
examined and came to the conclusion that one could not and must not issue 
such an order, because; 


(a) Precisely these Lowflicine pilots are never captured alive but only 


(b) the danger existed that all parachuted enemy fliers would be thus 
treated. 


5 Do you remember that about Mar 1945 in the shelter(on bunker ) of the 
Reichs Chancellery the Fuehrer reproached you and the Luftwaffe for not 
having issued such an order. 


signed. EXNER. 


LE Gen d Flieger K, KOLLER to Prof Dr EXNER, 
Prof Dr EXNER 25 Mar h6 


Defence counsel A JODL. 


In reply to your question 4 Jan 1946 I reply. as follows: 


L I was Chef d Luftwaffen Fuehruwsstabes fran 1 Sep 43 to the 3 Sep 1944 
and from 23 Nov 1944, Chef d. Gen Stabes der Luftwaffe, 
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2 I was not present personally when the Fuehrer gave these orders. I 
remember however that Gen KORTEN once to.d me, that the Fuehrer intended 
to hand over to the people's fury the said fliers and that we talked about 
this repeatedly and for a considerable time. We both agreed in the 
complete rejection of this intnention for the following reasons: 

a. International Law ( As applied to war ) 

b. An unsoldierly perverted intention, entirely contrary to the 
essentials to military ideals. 

Ce A source of numerous misunderstandings, as a result of which 
other enemy fliers and even our own were bound to come to harm. 

d. Reactions among our om ( German ) air-crews and the probability 
of reprisals by the enemy for which we could not take the 
responsäbility on behalf of our crews and their next of kin, 

e, Gaining of infme 


This event took place at the beginning of July in Berchtegaden( In my 
opinion ),in fact not long before our move back to WOLFSCHANZE. As the 
result of events which followed ( The attempt on the Fuehrer's life and its 
results,the death of Gen KORTEN, the change of commanders and my departure 

fron the OKL ) the matter slipped my mind. 


3 Such an order was never given as far as I know, certainly not by the 
Wehrmachtsfuehrungsstab which in my opinion had no authority to do so. 
In any case, I do not remember having seen any such order. 
measures. > 
L I do not know what/Geh Oberst JODL, as Chief of the Wehrmachtsfuehrungsstab 
within his capacity in the OKW ordered to be taken in the examination of this 
matter. As far as I know the character of the Gen Oberst and his thoroughness 
in all such difficult questions,I am certain that any examination of his part 
would be correct, truthful and a matter of course for Gen Oberst JODL, 


5 Yes, I remember very well: 


a) About the time beginning to middle of Mar 1945, BORMANN put in front of 
the Fuehrer at one of the situation conferences an article from the 
an allied newspaper reporter. Its contents were roughly as follows; 
An American aircrew which had been shot down a short time ago across 
Germany was recaptured by the advancing American troops . They stated 
that they had been maltreated by the furious populacem, had been threat 
threatened with death and had nearly suffered the execution of that threat 
had they not been rescued and protected by German soldiers. 
BORMANN pointed out to HITLER over and above that it was now proved 
that the military took action against the poiulace in such cases, 


b) HITLER, considerably excited turned to me and said violently: 
I have already ordóred” once before that baled out aircrews are not 
to be protected against the populace. These people spend their time 
murdering German women and children. It is beyond the pale for 
these German soldiers to take action against the populace acting 
in fully justified hatred in order to protect these murderers. Why 
are my orders not carried out.? 


Taken by surprise by this attack I more or less answered thus; 
"I dont know of any such order, anyway it is practically impossible" 


Turning to me, HITLER spoke as follows in a loud and sharp tone 

"The only reason that my orders are not carricd out is the cowardice 

of the Luftwaffe, bectuse the gentlemen of the Luftwaffe are ceowards 

and are afraid that smething might happen to them one day. The whole 
thing is nothing but a cowardly pact between the Luftwaffe and the English 
end American fliers. " 


HITLER then turned to Kaltenbrunner who happened to stand in the 
background and went on, partly speaking to him and to me; 
" I herewith order that all bamber crews who baled out during the last 
few month and all those yet to come, be handed over immediately by the 
Luftwaffe to the SD and be liquidated by the SD. Everyone who does 
not carry. out my orders and takes action against the populace will be 
punished with death and is to be shot himself," Ä 

HITLER then went on, speaking to all and sundry expressing his 


indignation and his feelings. The officers present seemed to 
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have a surprised look of disagreement. 


c) A little further on during the conference I asked KALTENERUNNER 
to have a chat with me in a corridore ` 
The following conversation took place: 
KOLLER; " To carry out these orders is impossible. The Luftwaffe 
is not going to play that games I certainly shall not, I cah say 
the same af the Reichs- Marschall, It is absolutely impossible that 
the Luftwaffe will take any part in this," 


KALTENBRUNNER: "The Fuehrer's ideas are entirely wrong. As usual 
the functions of the SD are being misunderstoog. Such things are 
no business of the S.D. Besides no German soldier will do what the 
Fuehrer demands. That is not his way. He will not kill prisoners 
and when same particularly fanatical Party men of Mr BORMANN try to 
do so , the German soldäör will take actions against it, 

The Fuehrer has a completely wrong picture of our soldier's outlook, 
Besides I wont do anything about this either, I would not dream of it, 
We myst only see that we can cover ourselves, or he will have the 
two of us shot for a start. We must gain time. I am going out of 
BERLIN anyway for sane tim. 


KOLLER: “ Then we are agreed on the main issue. It is a good thing you 
are going away. But you must have a further excuse for the Fuehrer, 
because it is quite possible that he will refer to his order to- 
morrow. Later on, if things get hot, we'll have to see whether and 
how we can prevent it or anything that might happen to us," 


On my suggestion the following was agreed: 
No orders were given by the Luftwaffe or by the SD with regard to 
the Fuehrers intention. NO HANDING OVER TO THE SD. 
Should the Fuehrer refer to his order, then by stressing as below 
any excesses would be prevented; 
All air crew prisoners are not in the hand of the Luftwaffe, but are 
under the command of the BdE, distributed everywhere. Time of their 
being taken prisoner not known at headquarters. Thus ascertaining 
of those prisoners , taken in the last few months very difficult and 
and costly in time. Also large scale segregation without attracting 
attention had to be prepared carefully. Any new prisoners go automati- 
cally to interrogation centres, These are for operational reasons on 
the move. Communication is difficult, therefore continual conferences 
and joint action with the SD necessary. In order to keep up the 
appearance of those conferences the Ic ( Int Offr ) of the OKL was 
to see an officer appointed by KALTENBRUNNER who had yet to be 
nominated. 
8) After the Fuehrer's situation conference I had a word with 
Field Marshall KEITEL and said; 
# The Fuehrer's order is mad ( Interjection by KEITEL" I could 
not agree more" ), The Luftwaffe will keep its record clean, 
The order cannot be carried out, I am sure the Reichs Marschall 
will agree with me entirely. Fancy, producing such an order 
and threaten such punishment and abova all by word of mouth, 
To an order like this, he has to write hisn own name. If it is 
then carried out, still remains an open question, Anyway the 
Luftwaffe will not do so and the SD wont either, I have just spokeı 
to KALTENBRUNNER + 
KEITEL; 
This sort of order he afterwards wont sign and it is up to the 
OKW to ‘hold the baby '. Like hell, I am going to issue such an 
order. 


KOLLER: The Luftwaffe in any case wont play. We are never going 
to carry such a responsiblity. 


KEITEL:" You are right " We wont either, I'll have to think 
what I can do. 


Telephone Call for KEITL, conversation was interrupted, 
KEITL was resentful and anoyed by the Fuehrer's orders 
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e) After some refreshment in an other part of the Bunker I had 

to go to the cloak rom and on the way to the exit I had to 

pass the ante~roan of the conference rom. 

HITLER happened to come out of the rom, gave an order to an 
orderly and called me as I passed. The door to the conference 

room was open, LEY was sitting at the table: HITLER said to me: 

" I must refer once more to that. order of mine, I need the help 

of all of you, We cant go on like this. The Luftwaffe or at any v. 
rate the defence of the Reich has failed. What can I do against the 
horrible terror bombing which is murdering only German women and 
children, 


KOLLER:" Our air defence and our crews are doing what they can 

and all that is humanly possible, Our aereal rearmament which we 
failed to build up and the present technical and numerical superio- 
rity cannot be overcome in a day, or even altered. When the jet 
planes come out in bigger numbers at last,the air position over 
Germany will again be better for us, 


HITLER: "I cannot wait for that. I cannot take on my shoulders the 
responsibility for the continued existence of such a situation 
against the German people, When these fliers know that they will 
be destroyed as terrorists, they will think twice about coming 
here," 


KOLLER: " That certainly would not improve the situation. It 
would indeed make it even worse, " 


HITLER: "No, that what the Japanese have don, that is the 
right method ", 


Compared with his behaviour during the conference HITLER had 
now calmed down. He was in a receptive mood. Expereince showed 
that it wes far easier to AXXX talk to him alone, than in the 
presence of other people, I therefore judged it a propitious 
moment to take the whole problem up again and went on; 
" If I may state my point of view, it is this,: That that method 
wont work, Such measures are in such direct contrast to the 
education the feelings and the thoughts of all soldiers, that 
it is not possible to carry them out, You cannot’ drum into 
soldiers international law and decent conduct and then order then 
to do things which go evidently against the grain. You must 
not forget, mein Fuehrer, that the enemy fliers are just as 
much obeying orders and doing their duty as ours, When they 
are shot down and make emergency landings, they are helpless 
and unarmed prisoners, How could we answer for his before the 
world. And the first enemy reaction would be to treat our 
prisoners exactly the same. And this we cannot justify to 
our men and their next of kin either, The whole enthusiasm 
and discipline would be ruined at one go, " 
Up to this moment, the Fuehrer did not interrupt me. At first 
he had his eyes On me, but then he looked away, | | 
and had an expression of disagreement. However he listened 
to me, and now stopped me and said quietly and with a serious 
look; " So the Luftwaffe is afraid after all. This is all very 
well, but I am responsible for the safety of the German people and 
I have no other means? HITLER then turned away and went back into 
the conference roan, 

f) After arrival at HQ, OKL( Kurfuerst ), I informed Oberst v 
BRAUCHITSCH of the proceedings and told him to inform the 
Reichs-Marschall about this as soon as possible, I myself 
could not get through to the Reichs- Marschall at that moment. 
During the conversation BRAUCHITSCH also showed his disagreement 
with the Fuehrer's order, 


g) About an hour or two later the Reichs=\larschall phoned me up 
and started the conversation with the following words; 
" Tell me, is he now campletely out of his mind ? * 
There was no doubt whom he meant, 
I reported to the Reichs-Marschall the refering incidents 
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and my conversation with KALTENBRUNNER and added; 
"Iwill not carry out that order or do anythin: towards carrying 
it out, I am going to try an shape my action so, that 
at any rate some time will be gained and that none of us 
at any rate will get it in the neck, Perhaps the Fuehrer 
will not come back to his order again after his postscript 
at the end. But if he does, things can become very Bifficult 
and you will have to see the Fushrer yourself, In any case 
what the Fuehrer ordered must not happen at any price," 
The Reichs- Marschall expressed himself strongly against 
HITLER's attitude and agreed with me on al] points, 
He ordered me to act as I had proposed to keep him au 
courant amd finished the conversation with the words. 
w This is:all idiotic and cannot be carried out, 


+ s hed 





h=) Actions against allied fliers as a result of the above 
Order of the Fuehrer were taken neither by the Luftwaffe, 
not by the SD. As far as I know the order never even 
reached the Bak or its subordinate units as the BdĘ was 
not represented at the Fuehrer's conference and the order 
was not passed on by the OKW 


HITLER later never referred again to his order to the 
Reichs Marschall to me or to my deputy. I dont think 
that he did to KALTENBRUNNER either. Though I did not 
speak with the latter about the matter again, Whether 
HITLER refrained on purpose or whether he forgot © 
about it in the rush of events, I would not like to say. 


i ) About fourtnight or three weeks later a di rective,(I 

think a teleprint ) from the OKW was issued as far as I 
know in which according to my memory the newspaper report 

which had caused the matter to be raised was mentioned, 

In it was contained the mention of the fact that the 
Fuehrer had expressed his disapproval of German soldiers 
action against their own populace, 

No mention was made of the main ppoints of HITLER's orders, 
If I remember rightly the directive was signed by KEITL 
and cannot be taken in any other way, than as a kind of 
insurance policy towards the Fuehrer, 

In my opinion Gen Oberst JODL had nothing to do with the 
matter, 


Sigd. 


25 Mar 46 
Det CSDIC(WEA) 
BAOR 
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